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1. (To person who suggested the book.) What made you want to 
read Born Amish? What made you suggest it to the group for 
discussion? Did it live up to your expectations? Why or why not? 

2. How do Ruth Irene Garrett & Deborah Morse-Kahn portray 
religion and spirituality in this book? Can you relate to the 
characters and their motivations? Did the authors adequately 
present and support their information? In what ways? 

3. Has reading this book made you think about religion or spirituality 
in your own life in a new or different way? How so? Do you think 
the authors painted a realistic picture of the presence of 
spirituality in everyday Amish life? 

4. What do you think motivated Ruth Irene Garrett to share his or 
her life story? How did you respond to the author's "voice"? 

5. What did you know about the Amish prior to reading this book? 
Did you learn anything new? If you knew about the Amish before, 
did anything you read change your opinion? 

6. Do you have any experience with the Amish? 
7. Did you attend the Ruth Irene Garrett’s library presentation in 

April 2010 or in past years? 
8. What did you find to be the most interesting events in this book? 

What, if anything, surprised you? 
9. Are there any topics you wish had been explored in more depth 

in the book? 
10. Has reading this book inspired you to do further research on the 

subject? 
11. What did you like or dislike about the book that hasn't been 

discussed already? Were you glad you read this book? Would 
you recommend it to a friend? Do you want to read more works 
by this author? 


