
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
Discussion Questions (Question #10, 11, 16, 17 used from the author’s website.) 

 

This is a safe place. You are able to say anything here without it being held against you. 
Everyone's opinions are respected, and we should let each person say their piece 
without interrupting. 

 

1. (You do not have to answer this out loud.) Do you know anyone with a disability? Did 
your knowing that person affect how you felt read this book? 

2. Did you enjoy the book? What did you like about the book? 

3. Did you like the characters? Do you have a favorite character? Who is it? Why is 
he/she your favorite? 

4. Is Auggie a hero? Why or why not? How did the author write him? Is he 
sympathetic? 

5. Is Julian a villain? Why or why not? How did the author write him? Are we supposed 
to empathize with him? What if the author had written him more sympathetically? 
Would your opinion of him and how he treated Auggie change? 

6. Why does Julian pick on Auggie? 

7. Do you think, like Auggie's parents, that "there are more good people than bad in 
this world"? Does this world view shape how they raise Auggie and Via? How? 

8. Why do you think the author wrote from different characters' points of view? What 
did it add to the story? Which point of view did you enjoy reading best? Are there 
any characters' points of view that you wish had been written from? If so, whose 
point of view and what might have been revealed by writing from that perspective? 

9. Why didn't the author write from Julian's point of view? Why didn't the author write 
from the perspective of any of the adults?  

10. Auggie’s face is not fully described until quite far on in the story, in Via’s chapter 
‘August: Through the Peephole’. How close was this description to your own mental 
picture of Auggie? Did you have a picture of his face in your mind while reading the 
book? Did this description alter that picture? 

11. In the chapter ‘Costumes’ Auggie describes the astronaut helmet that he wore 
constantly as a younger child. We later learn that Miranda was the one to give 
Auggie the helmet, and is proud of the gift, but that it was Auggie’s father who threw 
it away. What do you think the helmet signifies to each of these characters and why 
do you think they all view it so differently?  



12. Why did Summer befriend Auggie? Why does Summer leave the party when given a 
chance to be popular and date Julian? 

13. Why does his classmates' opinions about Auggie change by the end of the book? 
What happens to make this so?  

14. Why did Olivia's friend Miranda claim that she had a disabled brother? Why did 
Olivia not want to invite her family to the opening night of her play? 

15. Why does Olivia say she will not have kids? Do you think her opinion will change? 

16. The author has explained that she was inspired to write Wonder after an experience 
at a local ice cream parlour, very similar to the scene described in the chapter 
‘Carvel’, where Jack sees Auggie for the first time. In this scene, Jack’s babysitter 
Veronica chooses to get up and quickly walk Jack and his little brother Jamie away 
from Auggie, rather than risk Jamie saying something rude or hurtful. What do you 
think you would have done, if put in that position?  

17. What should parents teach their children so they could understand how to respond 
better next time? Is “don’t stare” even the right thing to teach, or is there something 
deeper? 

18. Why was this book titled "Wonder"? What does it mean? The cover is very 
distinctive. Why do you think only one eye is shown on the cover and in most of the 
illustrations in the book? Would your interpretation of the book title change if it 
actually was "I Wonder"?  

 

“In the end, I just hope that readers will come away with more self-awareness. 
If they can relate to how Auggie feels, they might think twice before saying 
something thoughtless should they ever encounter someone different from 
them. I’m hoping they’ll find a character they can relate to and say, “Hmm, 
that’s kind of like who I am in my school.” It might make them rethink who 
they are. Are you more like Jack or more like Julian? Are you Summer or are 
you Charlotte?  If a kid like Auggie were in your class, how would you treat 
him? These are good questions to ask yourself if you’re ten or eleven years 
old. I don’t see why children—even young ones—shouldn’t be aware of what 
they put out in the world.” 

- R.J. Palacio 


